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From the Chair

The tall semester 15, as usual, but
still 't our constant SWPIise.
moving along very quickly,

All children in all sessions are
enpaged, mm their own fashion, at
their own tempo. In the very young
SESS100. SCparation 15 a minor affair,
and we hear, "My school!” “"No,
mme!” rather than “When 15
Momnty coming?”

Mow their exploranon of things and
people 15 getting more  focused.
construclive, | crcative and  varied.
They are starting 1o shifl their
siromg. conmection with adulls smd,
as one would expect. are imtngucd
by people like themselves Tn the

three-moming  session,  even  Lhe
new children are petiing  more
socially  responsible . and - still

autonomous. We believe this 15 dug
to (he mudeling of the children that
attended (he  yvounger session last
vear, the vigilance of the 1eachers
and also the increasing knowledpe
of the parents. Teachers can marhare
the constructive obscrvalions (hiese
voung children are making abonl

the properties of material and how
they see other children play with
this varicly of material. Children’s

dramas  mm play  have more
continuty and  expansion, Ther
social  comtacts  are ancreasmngly
complementary,  therefore,  they

mutually. stimulate one anather n
taking creative nsks. The older
children can now plan  their
activities for dave at a nume and
followy througlr—expanding interactively
wilh substantial CONCEPLS,
cooperating  with. others  and
nceoliating. We'll discuss this in
more detail al the session meetings.

Parents are always welcome o come
pbserve the prowth and contimuty of
this educanonal seting and how the
children are engaged. Observe how
teachers mav or may not sl linuls
and how thev encourage further
explomtion and investigation in all
aspects of cwriculum, Be ready 1o

ask  any  questions  and  make
comments. | becanse . they  will
professionally  answer with youwr

omderstanding i mind

Fundraiser Update: Thanks
o everyone's conperation and the
diligence  of  the  steering
commitiee,  our  lundraiser s
moving along well.  The Kickoff
party was nol only well atended,
but parents seemed o cnjoy il as
well, even the “mni-fundraiser.”
which brousht in aboul §1H}
Thank vou alll

We would like to renterate that the
fundraiser is very impornant i Our
School, and evervbods”™s cooperation
15 crucial. Let's not forget: there 15
prcal - satisfaction in meeting the

1

school's financial goals and having
an enjovable time that evening,

Flease remember:

1, The final composition of (he
commuttees  will be  posted
soon 1n the Parenis’ Room. A
fow people may have been
shificd ' 1o a different
commitiee than  whal  you
signed | up . for.. | These
adjustments  are not  done
capriciously. but to ensure we
have the resources —each
committes needs. I vou have
any questions. contact Yvonne
or Ruth Johnson,

J e required training
meeting. dates  for the
funidraising comimitiees will be
anmovmeed soon and posied in
the Parenis’ Room. We ask
that vou attend the required
training meeting. If vou're
unable to attend, you may
have to be shitted to work on
anplher committee,  and
you'll still be required to
attend the training meeting
of the committee you have

been  shifted to. These
mestings  are¢ imporant  for
O ganization, collaboration

and the smooth running of the
event, They do nov last mare
than | hour,

i, Buosinesy solicitations are due
by December 14, Personal
donations are due February
1, Respecting these deadlines
greatly helps the process of
collecting  and  calaloging
iems and  services, Ay
questons? Ask Ruth Tohnson




4. Weare siill looking for one or
two  populyr items for our
raffle.  Contact  Yvonne or
Farth if vou have something in
mind as soon as possihle.

fYou con learn more ahont the
Sundraiser onoaur Web  site:
wyw.oursehaalpreschool org. )

Thank you: We profoundiy
thank (hree Our School families
who each donated $L0O00 to buy
necded flems, Most of this will go
tlowards a new refrigerator, an ultra-
violet maching to keep our water
gafe. some an  brushes., kitchen
blinds, and mmch needed new
shelving for children’s material,

Thanks very much o all of vou
who have provided frunt and bread
1o supplement children s snacks,

Let's nol forgel the outside table in
the sandbox! You've seen the new
cubes and  ladders in  the
playvground. Many, many thanks
to James Johnson, Sce the children
building  conflidence amd  muscles
oul there! Thanks to James again
far keeping our plumbing in good
order,

Class Meetings: Do vou want to
know what is going on with the
children and ask us some questions?
Flan to attend the two~dayv session
meeting on Wed.. Dec, 5; the three-
day session meetng on Wed.. Dec.
12:' and the fowr-day  session
meeting on Thu.. Jan. 10

Membership: Pleass respect the
deadlines for returning children
and siblings 10 ensure they have
placements for next lall. We have
“reserved” (hese spots, so il your
child is not returning we nesd to
know NOW. - After 1he deadlines.
we canlaglt prospeclive Fmilics on
the  waiting hsl - Any  gquestions?
Contact Yvonng,

Web Site: Visit Our School's
Web siie at:
www.ourschoolpreschool,org

The Web Committee did a gnzt job,
Also, when shopping on (he Web, don’i
forget 1o visit waw.ShopOurSchileom,
The merchants listed give anvwhere
from 1-20% of online purchases to
Clur School.

Share-a-Gift:  Our  School
partcipates in this secular program
every year.  The organization
accepts - tovs, things on wheels,
books, et¢., anvthing for mfants to
teens, for children in need. There is
a box tn the Parent's Foom for your
donations, ltems may be used or
new, but should be clean and in
good condition. Think of things
your children have outgrown, Tt
will give hours of pleasure to
children who otherwise will do
without during the holiday
season. The deadline is Dec. 12,

School Needs: Sofl wood for
nailing, lard  wood  for  ghing.
underpants, and mat boards.

Teacher’s Reflections
v dim Heaney and Yvomne Maer

The Infinite Artichoke

Many vears ago, a parent who had
several childien  in  the School,
participaied i many sconnars and
was an active  Board  member
remarked, “Early cducation at Qur
School s like an artichoke. No
matier  how  manv  pelals = von
remove, there are always more
behind.” We have found it o be a
relevant metaphor.

Children are as complex as adulis
aris, il nal more. Bul 1o make sanse
oul  af their logic, their child
questions,  their  intelligence  and
how they  mterpret what - their
emvironmenls provide is an infinie
task—a [ew petals of knowledge
are removed. but there are always
more heneath

Adults often believe children think
and act more or less like adults but

i & niore  primitve | form
Therefore, - all we: need 1o do is

L]

break down the adulls’ concepls in
more simple elements and a voung
child will “understand.” Or adulis
often believe that a child who can
repeat an  adult’s | explanation
“understands” 115 meaning. S
adults’  descriptions  bombard  a
child with verbal information. Does
il mean that by diminishing our
rcliance on vorbal imteraction with
children that we are permitting
“nature” to do the job of raising and
cducalimyg children? Dogs it mean a
chld 15 left to his or her own
devices? Of course not! It means
that adults can realize that there is a
difference berween a child's
cognition and an adult’s, and that an
adult can potentially respect that
difference: The acknowledgment of
that difference leaves room for a
child ' 1o construct  her  own
understanding, to discover, inyent,
theorize and blossom in her own
way. This is the same a8 respecling
the physical differences, skills and
limiations of srowing - children
Here is an example:

Two  children are. wsing wooden
attribute blocks {small rapezoids,
exapons and tricngles) expanding
Jrowe four circles in the cenver
indter Ny directions, all matching
fines. Apparenifyv, o is o ‘spider’
with o ‘head "af the center,

If vouw're a threc-and-a-hall-year-
old ¢child, il makes absoluwie sense,
Iowever, adults may only sce (he
geomeiry or the lack of accuracy in
the “real” design, While the adulrs
are technically correct. they may be
tempted to point out the “error” or
comment on the design. After all,
these Dblocks are amanged in 2
perfect relarionship and matching
fashion. But the teacher has 1o
think. *Is it the appropriate time 1o
inlervene?” and say, “How many
legs does the spider e ar “Da
vou know spiders aré nol insecis?”
“Where arc the eyes of the spider?”
or apam, “T'm a flv, vou're 4 spider,
Cawch me!” "What kind of spider do
vou have! Some sung, some: have
webs,” etc.




et

Al of these are upportunities fo
trforin or give drama 10 the playv,
But have the children ghven clues to
that effect? It 1s imperative to have
observed,  or inlerventions  will
break the children's focus, and the
adult’s focus will take over, Didn’t
the children’s minds demonstrate—
through play—a basic understanding
of  the general structure,
characterisrics and aesthefic of a
spider? Femember these arc not
five-vear-olds! Doesn’t il make
child-sense that the atiribuie blocks
were  representing | a | spider
creatively  according to a voung
child’s  understanding?  Why
abstract it for them? Why add
drama? Why add information now?
These kinds of questions and morc
are in the minds of teachers wlicn
evaluating i when ‘and Aow an
Intervention is necessary,

In the spider example, the children
used the material creatively hecause
they  had obscrved  the peometric
possibilities (in a sensory way) and
created theiy own notion af a spider.
With more experience, maturity,
further observanons. and appropricle
fiming o eachers’ inlervenlions,
these three-vear-nlds will be able (o
integrate  more  abstract  “spider”
subject’ matier and | dramatic
imventions . withow  stifhing their
curiosity, interest and creativity.

For such young children, nothing
could be more intelligent and onginal
a5 this thinking and doing. just a
single petal of the artichoke, among
many others, for adulis 1o discover,

Anulher aspect of early childhood
curnculium—samother petal {0
nneover—is social learming. young
child’s style. iluman beings are a
bialogical and social species, which
medns newbarns require much love
and - nuriuring  from  adults  to
survive. oAl birth, they open up 1o
thewrr first experience  with a
particular social environment. Al
first. they need (o be relicved from
dhstress nmediately. As their necds
are physiologically and emotionally

met on a romfme basis, and their
ncrvons - system o matures,  very
voung children can gradually delay
grauficauon. From experience, they
know their needs will be  met
eventually ' ar  be | restmcted
consistently. Though this socializaton
process is not quite understood, we
know it is one that slowly evolves
and reaches 1ts peak  during  the
carly © childhood - years,  This
provides a foundauon for more
sophisiicated social development.

The baby. and then the toddler,
confronts the reality of hix social
world. the life stroggle in this
sociely  bolweén  autonomy . and
social responsibility, how one is
“supposed 10" behave, and the
“rights and  wrongs”  of  his
mmediate  environment,  Then,
dunng  the  preschool wears, hig
social  development  demands  a
variety of peer confacts to satisfy
this  meed of an  expanded
socialization, together with other
pertinent eardy childhood cxpericnoes,

When  (cachers  are  educalors,
another process needs (o be part of
i well-designed curmculum.
Socialization that started with the
family becomes inferrwined  with
thar of being socially educated,

Ut has to be recognized that in
the every dav life af @ young child
no arbitrary distinction can be
made between activities tending
ftr educate ond those teading (o
socialize. The same aciivity may
wrvafve | bath  processes The
mseparahle nature af ihe fwo
Pracesses n pr"ﬂl‘.?ﬂ'f-ﬁ', Imwevﬁr.
does nat mean that ihe concepts
are inxeparable [i iz most
imporiant for the feacher i fach,
o separare these conceprs and

appreciate  the  Implications of

each, for. conceptual confusion
can fead 1o extremcly dubions
practice.

This quote is from Lesley Webb, the
onlv educational philosopher who Tas
exarmined | and  researched (s

imporanl  aspect of  cducation for
voung children To understand these
iwo  concepts—acculturation  and
education—we’ll quote her at length:

“ISocialization is], Iike education,
a process) i1 imvolves the child's
infropection (or internalization) af
aititucdes.. [ty aim appears o he
the child’s  appreciation  af
miorality ax is understoad by the
existing society, This learming is
‘moniored’ o the  child  via
parenial attitudes. ft s in facr,
from fhe rone of voice, faeial
expression, what is not said, and
Jrom blame and praise from some
specific behaviors that a ohild
fearns to be a 'goud ' member of
society o a had ' one. A child is
set N oa particulor mainx of
custom,  manpers  and | belef
gecording to where (he'she) 13
borm. . Deing siceessfully socialized
will depend rot o any objective
criteria  but sulelv. on the
stundards - of  those  judgtng
you A soacialized man, hawever,
cannot he other than fitted o his
own saciely, and it is obvious that
that sociery can b primitive,
saphisticated, ar - downrighl
immoral by abjective evafuation
and its citizens sill veryv well
socialized within its terms. ™

The am of socialization  is
instrumemtal. It serves any given
family and‘or society, and of
course, children need socicty as
much as socicly needs them. This
gives individuals a sense of roots,
of  belonging and  collural
comtinoity, ' Tna  democrlic
environment, where a4 balance
between  andividual | frecdom and
social responsibilily is a provailing
value, | one . hds 1o expecl
contradictions. | rebellions,  testing
situations; questions and challenpes,
Therefore, the task of socializing
ented educating children 15 a most
difficult one. In an authonianan
family or society, the eduocational
prociss is minial,



The purpose of education. one
would hope, is to open children 1o
the varcty of subject matter—1to a
comsiellation  of  possibilities.
mvestigations, examinations and
understandings as soundly objective
as possible. Far (eachers developing
a sovial learming  curriculum. it
means that they have o b wery
knenvlecdpeahle to be credible about
whal develops a universally moral
person.  because as Webb writes,
“ .there  are  totally  immoral
societies, and immoralities within
most  societies”  They  have 1o
examine, criticlze, accepl or reject
their  own  inlcgraicd  behaviors,
attitudes snd values while they do
the  same  for  other social
expressions foreign 10 their own
From sociological, anthropological,
psychological,  linguistic,  early
childhood and other résearch, some
umversal human  standards guide
teachers 10 educate children away
from prejudice, especially in the
garly vears when the world s
pereeived in black and white, and
social athitudes gel migprated.

"Teachers o vaung children have
a grealer responsibilite than mosi
Jar attempting evaluarion of their
soctery, for if s they who are is
fiest office:! wepresentatives o be
in ' daify cugiget with childven
outside their familes.

Preschool  leschers need 10 follow

chaldren’s social development readiness
and question socicly's dictates. They
liave 1o persistenily keep in mind. even
in the most mundane children’s
activiies, these questions gl Webh
poses:. “What kind of societr are we
prepaving them for? ", which implics,
“What kind of social indhidials are
they becomimg !

For example, a hay spills water at
the snack table, “1'm sormy.” he says
and resumnes cating. Another has the
same accident: “T'1 get a towel o
wipe it off 7 A gl is shoving
another mrl 10 pger through the
hallway, ‘The latter protests by
crying. " You are not nice.” The first
girl says, “Sorry.” Same incident
the second girl says, “Go around
me That will work.” The first girl
replics, “Sorry. Thd T hurt you? Do
you need some help?”

Fronn these simple examples, it's
casy lo see who is merely being
soctalized and who is getting
socially educated. In an open
society such as ours, which prides
itself on educating its children in a
variety of subjects, the process of
socially cdueating children is quite
neglected in preschool centers.

This 1s in preat part because teachers
have not reflected on these two
different social concepts and therefore
their imporance m o developing
atimdes toward the self and the world,

“Arinides, oreflected in | nd
reinfarced for the next peneratian
bv eltilid-rearmng practices, can be
more imparianl than amy' nabve,
fgrorant . or  unsophisticated
cusroms and ‘guaint’ artifaots,
Aritades toward the other sex,
tovwards certain forms of work, in
regard o properiv, the pluce of
individuality and one 5 appropriale
place as rival, equal or superior
with (a} group of peers are deep-
seated  and  rarely rational-
probably Because (the atlitudes
were) fnternalized i very early
chilefined Yet theve attitudes can
dictate a whale [ifestyle, and give
rise o ratiomalization of a highly
camplex order. which seems o
Justiheir "

As is often demonstrated ar Owr
School,  differentiating these two
congepts and acting upon them is an
imporiant focus, Failing to do so
and still call it “education”™ would
be cynical, dishonest and irresponsibile

Calendar

Dec. 5, 2-day sessian milg . 7-5.30 pm

Dec. 8, Open House, 10 &t -noon
Dec 12, 3-day sess. mig, 7-8.30 p.m
D 18, Board megting, 7-9 pom
Dee. 24-Fan. 6, Winler recess

Jan. 7. School resuimes

Jdan. 10, d-day sess. mig. 7-8.30 pan
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